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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 3/6/06 has been entered. 



Response to Amendment 
2. Applicant's amendment was received on 3/6/06, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 1-51 are pending. 



Information Disclosure Statement 
3. The reference listed in the Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 3/6/06 has 
been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449). 



Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1, 11, 16, 21, 26, 31, 32, 37, 45, 49, and 51 are objected to because of the 
following informalities: 

In claim 7, line 9, "the function status" should read "a function status"; 
in claim 11, line 7, "the function status" should read "a function status"; 
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in claim 16, line 10, "the function status" should read "a function status"; 
in claim 21, line 7, "the function status" should read "a function status"; 
in claim 26, lines 5 and 6, "the function status" should read "a function status"; 
in claim 31, line 7, "the function status" should read "a function status"; 
in claim 32, line 8, "the function status" should read "a function status"; 
in claim 37, line 10, "the function status" should read "a function status"; 
in claim 45, line 9, "the function status" should read "a function status"; 
in claim 49, lines 8 and 9, "the function status" should read "a function status"; and 
in claim 51, lines 8 and 9, "the function status" should read "a function status". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 45, 49, and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

7. Claim 45 recites the limitation "said generating means" in line 8. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claim 49 recites the limitation "said generating means" in lines 7 and 8. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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9. Claim 51 recites the limitation "said generating means" in lines 7 and 8. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

11. Claims 1-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tabata (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,198,542). 

Regarding claim 1, Tabata discloses a print system (see Figs. 1-3) comprising an image 
processing apparatus for executing an image processing function selected from among a plurality 
of image processing functions, wherein said image processing apparatus has a print function (see 
Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7), and an information processing apparatus for 
generating print data to be transferred to said image processing apparatus (see Figs. 1-5, column 
5, line 8-column 8, line 7), wherein said information processing apparatus acquires, from said 
image processing apparatus, information indicating the function status of the plurality of image 
processing functions, also executes a process of transferring the generated print data to said 
image processing apparatus and displays the function status of the plurality of image processing 
functions on a display unit based on the acquired information (column 7, line 13-column 9, line 
25), and wherein, when a copy function included in the plurality of image processing functions 



Application/Control Number: 09/922,646 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

obtains the print function, said information processing apparatus displays information indicating 
that the copy function is being executed and information showing that the print function based on 
the generated print data cannot be executed (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 
19, being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 2, Tabata discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that said information processing apparatus displays the function status of the plural 
image processing functions in a single image, based on the acquired information (see Figs. 5 and 
9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 3, Tabata discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that said information processing apparatus is adapted to display, on the display unit, that 
the generated print data are being transferred to said image processing apparatus (see Figs. 5 and 
9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 4, Tabata discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that said information processing apparatus discriminates, based on the acquired 
information, whether an image processing function of higher priority is executed in said image 
processing apparatus and, in case of a discrimination that a processing function of higher priority 
is executed, displays the function status of the image processing function of such high priority in 
an emphasized manner (column 7, line 13-column 9, line 25). 

Regarding claim 5, Tabata discloses the system discussed above in claim 4, and further 
teaches that said information processing apparatus, simultaneously with the emphasized display 
of the function status of the image processing function of higher priority, suspends the transfer 
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process of the print data to said image processing apparatus (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 13- 
column 9, line 25). 

Regarding claim 6, Tabata discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that said information processing apparatus acquires, from said image processing 
apparatus, the information indicating the function status of the plurality of image processing 
functions, for every transfer of the print data of a page (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 13- 
column 9, line 25). 

Regarding claim 7, Tabata discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that said image processing apparatus acquires information indicating the function status 
of the plurality of image processing functions, manages the acquired information in unified 
manner in a storage unit, and renews the information stored in said storage unit in response to a 
change in the function status (column 6, line 14-column 9, line 25). 

Regarding claim 8, Tabata discloses the system discussed above in claim 7, and further 
teaches that said image processing apparatus transmits the information stored in said storage unit 
to said information processing apparatus, in response to a print request from said information 
processing apparatus or to a request from said information processing apparatus for acquiring the 
information indicating the function status (column 6, line 14-column 9, line 25). 

Regarding claim 9, Tabata discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that said image processing functions include a print function for executing printing based 
on data from said information processing apparatus, a copy function and a facsimile function 
(column 4, line 65-column 6, line 61). 
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Regarding claim 10, Tabata discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that said image processing apparatus comprises a print unit for executing printing, and 
said print is used by one of the plural image processing functions (column 4, line 65-column 6, 
line 61). 

Regarding claim 11, Tabata discloses an image processing apparatus for executing an 
image processing function selected from among a plurality of image processing functions based 
on a print request from an information processing apparatus or an image processing request from 
an operation unit (see Figs. 1-3), said image processing apparatus comprising acquisition means 
for acquiring information indicating the function status of the plurality of image processing 
functions (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); management means for managing 
the information acquired by said acquisition means in unified manner in a storage means (see 
Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); and control means for monitoring the change in the 
function status indicated by the information acquired by the acquisition means and renewing the 
information stored in said storage means in response to a change in the function status (column 
7, line 13-column 9, line 25), and transmission means for transmitting information to the 
information processing apparatus when a copy function included in the plurality of image 
processing functions uses the print function, the information indicating that the copy function is 
being executed and information showing that he print function based on the generated print data 
cannot be executed, such that the information can be displayed by the information processing 
apparatus (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not- 
occupied"). 
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Regarding claim 12, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 1 1 5 and 
further teaches of information means for informing said information processing apparatus of the 
information stored in said storage means, based on the print request from said information 
processing apparatus (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 13, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, and 
further teaches of an informing means for informing said information processing apparatus of the 
information stored in said storage means, based on a request from said information processing 
apparatus for information indicating the function status (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46- 
column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 14, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, and 
further teaches that said image processing functions include a print function for executing 
printing based on data from the information processing apparatus, a copy function and a 
facsimile function (column 4, line 65-column 6, line 61). 

Regarding claim 15, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, and 
further teaches of printing means for printing on a sheet, wherein said printing means is used by 
one of the plural image processing functions (column 4, line 65-column 6, line 61, and column 7, 
line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 16, Tabata discloses an information processing apparatus for 
transferring print data by communication with an image processing apparatus for executing an 
image processing function selected from among a plurality of image processing functions, the 
image processing apparatus having a print function (see Figs. 1-4), the information processing 
apparatus comprising: generation means for generating print data to be transferred to the image 
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processing apparatus (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); acquisition means for 
acquiring, from said image processing apparatus, information indicating the function status of 
plural image processing functions (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); and display 
control means for executing a process of transferring the print data generated by said generating 
means to said image processing apparatus and displaying the function status of the plural image 
processing functions on a display unit based on the information acquired by said acquisition 
means (column 7, line 13-column 9, line 25), wherein, when a copy function included in the 
plurality of image processing functions obtains the print function, said information processing 
apparatus displays information indicating that the copy function is being executed and 
information showing that the print function based on the generated print data cannot be executed 
(see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 17, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 16, and 
further teaches that said display control means is capable, based on the information acquired by 
said acquisition means, of displaying the function status of the plural image processing functions 
on a single image by graphics, text and animation (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, 
line 19). 

Regarding claim 18, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 16, and 
further teaches that said display control means discriminates, based on the information acquired 
by said acquisition means, whether an image processing function of higher priority is executed in 
said image processing apparatus, and, in case of discrimination that a processing function of 
higher priority is executed, displays the function status of the image processing function of such 
high priority in an emphasized manner (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 
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Regarding claim 19, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 16, and 
further teaches that said display control means displays a text indicating the function status of the 
image processing function of higher priority in an emphasized manner by a layout in a 
predetermined area of the display unit (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 20, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 16, and 
further teaches that said image processing functions include a print function for executing 
printing based on data from the information processing apparatus, a copy function and a 
facsimile function (column 4, line 65-column 6, line 61). 

Regarding claim 21, Tabata discloses a control method for an image processing apparatus 
for executing an image processing function selected from among a plurality of image processing 
functions based on a print request from an information processing apparatus or an image 
processing request from an operation unit, said image processing apparatus having a print 
function (see Figs. 1-4), said control method comprising steps of: acquiring information 
indicating the function status of the plurality of image processing functions (see Figs. 1-5, 
column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); managing the acquired information in unified manner in 
storage means (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); and monitoring the change in 
the function status indicated by the acquired information and renewing the information stored in 
the storage means in response to a change in the function status (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8- 
column 8, line 7), and transmitting information to the information processing apparatus when a 
copy function included in the plurality of image processing functions uses the print function 
(column 7, line 13-column 9, line 25), the information indicating that the copy function is being 
executed and information showing that the print function based on the generated print data 
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cannot be executed, such that the information can be displayed by the information processing 
apparatus (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 1, line 46-column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not- 
occupied"). 

Regarding claim 22, Tabata discloses the method discussed above in claim 21, and 
further teaches of a step of informing said information processing apparatus of the information 
stored in said storage means, based on the print request from said information processing 
apparatus (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 23, Tabata discloses the method discussed above in claim 21, and 
further teaches that the information stored in said storage means is informed to said information 
processing apparatus, based on a request from said information processing apparatus for 
information indicating the function status (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 
19). 

Regarding claim 24, Tabata discloses the method discussed above in claim 21, and 
further teaches that said image processing functions include a print function for executing 
printing based on data from the information processing apparatus, a copy function and a 
facsimile function (column 4, line 65-column 6, line 61). 

Regarding claim 25, Tabata discloses the method discussed above in claim 21, and 
further teaches that said image processing apparatus includes printing means for printing on a 
sheet, wherein said printing means is used by one of the plural image processing functions 
(column 4, line 65-column 6, line 61). 

Regarding claim 26, Tabata discloses a status display method for an information 
processing apparatus for transferring print data by communication with an image processing 
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apparatus for executing an image processing function selected from among a plurality of image 
processing functions (see Figs. 1-4), the method comprising steps of acquiring, from said image 
processing apparatus, information indicating the function status of plural image processing 
functions (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); and executing a process of 
transferring the generated print data to said image processing apparatus and displaying the 
function status of the plural image processing functions on a display unit based on the acquired 
information (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7), wherein, when a copy function 
included in the plurality of image processing functions obtains the print function (column 7, line 
13-column 9, line 25), said information processing apparatus displays information indicating that 
the copy function is being executed and information showing that the print function based on the 
generated print data cannot be executed (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, 
being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 27, Tabata discloses the method discussed above in claim 26, and 
further teaches that the function status of the plurality of image processing functions can be 
displayed, based on the acquired information, on a single image by graphics, text and animation 
(see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 28, Tabata discloses the method discussed above in claim 26, and 
further teaches of discriminating, based on the acquired information, whether an image 
processing function of higher priority is executed in said image processing apparatus, and, in 
case of discrimination that a processing function of higher priority is executed, displaying the 
function status of the image processing function of such high priority in an emphasized manner 
(see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 
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Regarding claim 29, Tabata discloses the method discussed above in claim 26, and 
further teaches that a text indicating the function status of the image processing function of 
higher priority is displayed in an emphasized manner by a layout in a predetermined area of the 
display unit (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 30, Tabata discloses the method discussed above in claim 26, and 
further teaches that said image processing functions include a print function for executing 
printing based on data from the information processing apparatus, a copy function and a 
facsimile function (column 4, line 65-column 6, line 61). 

Regarding claim 31, Tabata discloses a program stored on a computer-readable medium 
for controlling an image processing apparatus for executing an image processing function 
selected from among a plurality of image processing functions based on a print request from an 
information processing apparatus or an image processing request from an operation unit, said 
image processing apparatus having a print function (see Figs. 1-4), said program comprising: an 
acquisition step of acquiring information indicating the function status of the plural image 
processing functions (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); a management step of 
managing the information acquired in said acquisition step in unified manner in storage means 
(see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); a control step of monitoring the change in the 
function status indicated by the information acquired by said acquisition step and renewing the 
information stored in said storage means in response to a change in the function status (column 
7, line 13-column 9, line 25), and a transmitting step of transmitting information to the 
information processing apparatus when a copy function included in the plurality of image 
processing functions uses the print function (column 7, line 13-column 9, line 25), the 
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information indicating that the copy function is being executed, the information indicating that 
the print function based on the generated print data cannot be executed, such that the information 
can be displayed by the information processing apparatus (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46- 
column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 32, Tabata discloses a program stored on a computer-readable medium 
for controlling an information processing apparatus for transferring print data by communication 
with an image processing apparatus for executing an image processing function selected from 
among a plurality of image processing functions (see Figs. 1-4), the program comprising: a 
generation step of generating the print data to be transferred to said image processing apparatus 
(see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); an acquisition step of acquiring, from said 
image processing apparatus, information indicating the function status of the plurality of image 
processing functions (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); and a control step of 
controlling a process of transferring the print data generated by said generation step to said 
image processing apparatus and displaying the function status of the plurality of image 
processing functions on a display unit based on the information acquired by said acquisition step 
(column 7, line 13-column 9, line 25), wherein, when a copy function included in the plurality of 
image processing functions obtains the print function, said information processing apparatus 
displays information indicating that the copy function is being executed and information showing 
that the print function based on the generated print data cannot be executed (see Figs. 5 and 9, 
column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 33, Tabata discloses the program stored on a computer-readable 
medium discussed above in claim 32, and further teaches that the function status of the plural 
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image processing functions can be displayed, based on the information acquired by the 
acquisition step, on a single image by graphics, text and animation (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, 
line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 34, Tabata discloses the program stored on a computer-readable 
medium discussed above in claim 32, and further teaches that said display control step 
discriminates, based on the information acquired in said acquisition step, whether an image 
processing function of higher priority is executed in said image processing apparatus, and, in 
case of discrimination that a processing function of higher priority is executed, displays the 
function status of the image processing function of such high priority in an emphasized manner 
(see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 35, Tabata discloses the program stored on a computer-readable 
medium discussed above in claim 32, and further teaches that said display control step displays a 
text indicating the function status of the image processing function of higher priority in an 
emphasized manner by a layout in a predetermined area of the display unit (see Figs. 5 and 9, 
column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 36, Tabata discloses the program stored on a computer-readable 
medium discussed above in claim 32, and further teaches that said image processing functions 
include a print function for executing printing based on data from the information processing 
apparatus, a copy function and a facsimile function (column 4, line 65-column 6, line 61). 

Regarding claim 37, Tabata discloses a computer-readable memory medium storing a 
program for controlling an information processing apparatus for transferring print data by 
communication with an image processing apparatus for executing an image processing function 
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selected from among a plurality of image processing functions, the image processing apparatus 
having a print function (see Figs. 1-4), said program comprising: a generation step of generating 
the print data to be transferred to said image processing apparatus (see Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 
8-column 8, line 7); an acquisition step of acquiring, from said image processing apparatus, 
information indicating the function status of the plurality of image processing functions (see 
Figs. 1-5, column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7); and a control step of controlling a process of 
transferring the print data generated by said generation step to said image processing apparatus 
and controlling a display for the function status of the plurality of image processing functions on 
a display unit based on the information acquired by said acquisition step (column 7, line 13- 
column 9, line 25), wherein, when a copy function included in the plurality of image processing 
functions obtains the print function, said information processing apparatus displays information 
indicating that the copy function is being executed and information showing that the print 
function based on the generated print data cannot be executed (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 
46-column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 38, Tabata discloses the medium discussed above in claim 37, and 
further teaches that said display control step can display the function status of the plural image 
processing functions, based on the information acquired by the acquisition step, on a single 
image by graphics, text and animation (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 39, Tabata discloses the medium discussed above in claim 37, and 
further teaches that said display control step discriminates, based on the information acquired in 
said acquisition step, whether an image processing function of higher priority is executed in said 
image processing apparatus, and, in case of discrimination that a processing function of higher 
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priority is executed, displays the function status of the image processing function of such high 
priority in an emphasized manner (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 40, Tabata discloses the medium discussed above in claim 37, and 
further teaches that said display control step displays a text indicating the function status of the 
image processing function of higher priority in an emphasized manner by a layout in a 
predetermined area of the display unit (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 41, Tabata discloses the medium discussed above in claim 37, and 
further teaches that said image processing functions include a print function for executing 
printing based on data from the information processing apparatus, a copy function and a 
facsimile function (column 4, line 65-column 6, line 61). 

Regarding claim 42, Tabata discloses an image processing apparatus for executing an 
image processing function selected from among a plurality of image processing functions based 
on a print request from an information processing apparatus or an image processing request from 
an operation unit, said image processing apparatus having a print function that can be used by the 
plurality of image processing functions for printing data on a recording medium (see Figs. 1-4, 
column 4, line 65-column 8, line 19), said image processing apparatus comprising: transmission 
means for transmitting information to the information processing apparatus in the event that 
while one of the plurality of image processing functions uses the print function (column 5, line 8- 
column 8, line 7), another one of the plurality of image processing functions obtains the currently 
used print function, the information indicating that one image processing function cannot be 
executed, such that the information can be displayed by the information processing apparatus 
(see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 
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Regarding claim 43, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 42, and 
further teaches that the one image processing function is a function for printing data received 
from the information processing apparatus, and the another image processing function is a copy 
function or a facsimile function, wherein the copy function or the facsimile function obtains the 
currently used print function by an interrupt process, and wherein the information indicates that 
the function for printing data from the information processing apparatus cannot be executed (see 
Figs. 1-5, and 9, column 4, line 65-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 44, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 42, and 
further teaches that in the event that while one of the plurality of image processing functions uses 
the print function, another one of the plurality of image processing functions obtains the 
currently used print function, said transmission means transmits information indicating the 
another image processing function to the information processing apparatus (see Figs. 1-5, and 9, 
column 4, line 65-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 45, Tabata discloses an image processing apparatus for transferring print 
data by communication with an image processing apparatus for executing an image processing 
function selected from among a plurality of image processing functions, the image processing 
apparatus having a print function that can be used by the plurality of image processing functions 
for printing data on a recording medium (see Figs. 1-4, column 4, line 65-column 8, line 19), said 
image processing apparatus comprising: control means for controlling a process of transferring 
the print data generated by said generating means to the image processing apparatus and 
controlling a display for displaying the function status of the plurality of image processing 
functions on a display unit (column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7), wherein, when in place of one of 
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the plurality of image processing functions another one of the plurality of image processing 
functions obtains the print function, said information processing apparatus displays on the 
display unit information indicating that the one image processing function cannot be executed 
(see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 46, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 45, and 
further teaches that the one image processing function is a function for printing data received 
from the information processing apparatus, and the another image processing function is a copy 
function or a facsimile function, wherein the copy function or the facsimile function obtains the 
currently used print function by an interrupt process, and wherein the information indicates that 
the function for printing data from the information processing apparatus cannot be executed (see 
Figs. 1-5, and 9, column 4, line 65-column 8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 47, Tabata discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 45, and 
further teaches that in the event that while one of the plurality of image processing functions uses 
the print function, another one of the plurality of image processing functions obtains the 
currently used print function, said control means controls the display unit to display information 
indicating the another image processing function (see Figs. 1-5, and 9, column 4, line 65-column 
8, line 19). 

Regarding claim 48, Tabata discloses a method of operating an image processing 
apparatus executing an image processing function selected from among a plurality of image 
processing functions based on a print request from an information processing apparatus or an 
image processing request from an operation unit, said image processing apparatus having a print 
function that can be used by the plurality of image processing functions for printing data on a 
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recording medium (see Figs. 1-4, column 4, line 65-column 8, line 19), said method comprising: 
transmitting information to the information processing apparatus in the event that while one of 
the plurality of image processing functions uses the print function (column 5, line 8-column 8, 
line 7), another one of the plurality of image processing functions obtains the currently used print 
function, the information indicating that one image processing function cannot be executed, such 
that the information can be displayed by the information processing apparatus (see Figs. 5 and 9, 
column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 49, Tabata discloses a method of operating an image processing 
apparatus for transferring print data by communication with an image processing apparatus for 
executing an image processing function selected from among a plurality of image processing 
functions, the image processing apparatus having a print function that can be used by the 
plurality of image processing functions for printing data on a recording medium (see Figs. 1-4, 
column 4, line 65-column 8, line 19), said method comprising: controlling a process of 
transferring the print data generated by said generating means to the image processing apparatus 
and controlling a display for displaying the function status of the plurality of image processing 
functions on a display unit (column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7), wherein, when in place of one of 
the plurality of image processing functions another one of the plurality of image processing 
functions obtains the print function, said information processing apparatus displays on the 
display unit information indicating that the one image processing function cannot be executed 
(see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, being "occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 50, Tabata discloses a computer-readable medium storing a program for 
operating an image processing apparatus executing an image processing function selected from 



Application/Control Number: 09/922,646 Page 2 1 

Art Unit: 2625 

among a plurality of image processing functions based on a print request from an information 
processing apparatus or an image processing request from an operation unit, said image 
processing apparatus having a print function that can be used by the plurality of image 
processing functions for printing data on a recording medium (see Figs. 1-4, column 4, line 65- 
column 8, line 19), said program comprising: transmitting information to the information 
processing apparatus in the event that while one of the plurality of image processing functions 
uses the print function (column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7), another one of the plurality of image 
processing functions obtains the currently used print function, the information indicating that one 
image processing function cannot be executed, such that the information can be displayed by the 
information processing apparatus (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, being 
"occupied" or "not-occupied"). 

Regarding claim 52, Tabata discloses a computer-readable medium storing a program for 
operating an image processing apparatus for transferring print data by communication with an 
image processing apparatus for executing an image processing function selected from among a 
plurality of image processing functions, the image processing apparatus having a print function 
that can be used by the plurality of image processing functions for printing data on a recording 
medium (see Figs. 1-4, column 4, line 65-column 8, line 19), said program comprising: 
controlling a process of transferring the print data generated by said generating means to the 
image processing apparatus and controlling a display for displaying the function status of the 
plurality of image processing functions on a display unit (column 5, line 8-column 8, line 7), 
wherein, when in place of one of the plurality of image processing functions another one of the 
plurality of image processing functions obtains the print function, said information processing 
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apparatus displays on the display unit information indicating that the one image processing 
function cannot be executed (see Figs. 5 and 9, column 7, line 46-column 8, line 19, being 
"occupied" or "not-occupied"). 



Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 
12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Fresk et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,421,135) discloses a system for allowing a walk-up 
copier user to interrupt a print job; and 

Beaudet et aU (U.S. Patent Number 5,51 1,150) discloses a copier/printer with improved 
productivity. 



Conclusion 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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